
You are receiving this newsletter because you are near the 

substation upgrade project proposed in the Eckville area and 

we want your input.

As part of AltaLink’s maintenance program, upgrades are required at the 
Eckville Substation to ensure that residents, businesses and industrial facilities 
continue to have a reliable supply of electricity for years to come. 

We want to provide you with:

• project details

• information about how you can provide your input

• project schedule

• map of the proposed development

Definition 

Substation
Substations are the connection point 
between high-voltage transmission 
lines and the lower voltage power 
lines (called distribution lines) that 
connect directly to homes and 
businesses. After a transmission 
line brings power to a substation, 
its voltage is reduced so it can be 
transported safely and efficiently 
to you.
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DiD yoU know?
Alberta marked a new power usage record this 
July as residents across the province turned on 
air conditioners to beat the heat of summer. 
As temperatures soared, residents and 
businesses looking for relief started drawing 
more power from the grid. The transmission 
system works behind the scenes 24 hours a 
day so your comfort is uncompromised despite 
the heat of summer or the chill of winter.
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Project details
This proposed project includes upgrading the existing substation with the 
following new equipment:

• a transformer with a built in regulator

• a switchgear building

• a circuit breaker

• a control building

Definition 

Transformer
Transformers step down the 
voltage in a substation so power 
can be distributed safely to your 
community through distribution 
lines. Transformers also step up the 
voltage so power can be transmitted 
through transmission lines.

Definition 

Regulator
Regulators ensure voltages remain 
stable and do not fluctuate within  
a substation. Regulators help ensure 
the safety and reliability of the 
electric system.

Definition 

Switchgear building
Switchgear buildings house electrical 
equipment like cables, switches 
and breakers. Switchgear buildings 
ensure the equipment is protected 
from potential weather damage 
helping to ensure a reliable source 
of electricity is available for years  
to come.

Definition 

Circuit breaker
Circuit breakers are electrical 
switches inside a substation that 
protect substation equipment.

Circuit breakers help ensure the 
safety and reliability of the electric 
system.

Definition 

Control building
Control buildings house the buttons 
and switches that control the 
substation equipment. Control 
buildings help to ensure the 
transmission system is functioning 
and being properly monitored 
so that a safe, reliable supply of 
electricity is available.

LEGEND



The Eckville Substation is currently 28x45 metres (92x148 feet). Following the 
upgrade, the substation will be approximately 30x60 metres (99x196 feet). To 
accommodate the proposed development we are also proposing to acquire 
approximately 60x68 metres (1 acre) of additional land north of the existing 
substation. This additional land will allow us to expand the facility and move it 
farther from the road to meet required setback distances. 

The development will also require an existing transmission line connected  
to the substation, called 758L, to be re-aligned. Approximately 40 metres  
(131 feet) of the transmission line that currently connects to the substation 
will be removed. Approximately 100 metres (328 feet) of new line will be added 
to connect the 758L line to a new location on the east side of the substation.

Providing your input
Stakeholder input is important to us. You can provide your input in any of the 
following ways.

PARTiCiPATing in A one-on-one ConSulTATion

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are on or 
directly adjacent to the substation location to gather input through  
one-on-one consultations. During the one-on-one process we will document 
the information you provide and address any questions or concerns you  
may have about the project. 

AltaLink is committed to sharing information about its projects and working 
with the public to ensure stakeholder input and concerns are heard and 
addressed. A summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into the 
application we submit to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). 

ConTACTing uS diReCTly

You can contact us by telephone, email, mail or through our website.  
Our contact information is on the front and back pages of this newsletter.

nexT STePS

After our consultation process is complete, we will file a Facilities Application 
with the AUC. The AUC will review our application through a process in which 
stakeholders can participate. 

We will notify stakeholders when we file the application and again once  
the AUC has reached a decision about the project. To learn more about  
the AUC process and how you can become involved, please refer to the 
brochure included in this package titled Public Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications.

DiD yoU know?
The average four-person family in 
Alberta today has 20 ‘instant-on’ 
electronics such as laptops, dVd 
players, music device chargers 
and cell phone chargers. This is in 
addition to the other appliances 
necessary to run a home – fridges, 
stoves, microwaves, washers and 
dryers – all of which require a 
reliable supply of electricity.
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Definition 

Alberta utilities 
Commission
The Alberta utilities Commission 
(AuC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. Altalink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AuC and the AuC 
reviews them in a public process.

Definition 

Facilities Application
Altalink submits Facilities 
Applications to the AuC for review. 
A Facilities Application describes 
how Altalink proposes to meet 
the requirement for a transmission 
project. it includes results of the 
participant involvement program 
and technical details. Facilities 
Applications must be approved  
by the AuC before construction  
can begin.
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Anticipated project schedule

Notify and consult with stakeholders Fall 2011

File application with Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC)

Winter 2011/12

Start construction if project is approved Spring 2012

Complete construction Fall 2012

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to 
change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as 
the project progresses.

loCAl PRoJeCT beneFiTS

Upgrading the transmission system in this area will ensure the transmission 
system is safe and reliable, and allow future businesses and industrial 
facilities to be connected to Alberta’s electric system. The transmission 
system provides industry and residents alike with reliable access to power, 
encouraging investment in our province.

Existing Eckville Substation

who iS AltAlink? 
Altalink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity  
to 85 per cent of Albertans. 
dedicated to meeting the growing 
need for electricity, Altalink 
connects Albertans to renewable, 
reliable and low-cost power. With 
a commitment to community and 
environment, Altalink is ensuring 
the transmission system will 
support Albertans’ quality of life  
for years to come. learn more  
at www.altalink.ca
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Projects in the area 
AltaLink is working on other projects in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch.

Project name Description Status

Western Alberta 
Transmission Line 

A 350-kilometre Direct 
Current transmission 
line connecting the 
Genesee area west 
of Edmonton to the 
Langdon area east  
of Calgary

Facilities Application is 
filed with the AUC

Red Deer Area 
Transmission 
Development 

A series of transmission 
developments and 
upgrades between 
the Wetaskiwin and 
Didsbury areas 

Consultation underway

DiD yoU know?
essential services that are critical 
to Albertans, such as hospitals,  
rely on large amounts of power.  
on average, hospitals use 
1,875,000 kilowatt hours (kWh)  
of electricity a month. That’s 
enough to power more than 
3,000 typical homes for a month. 
Transmission lines transport the 
power supply hospitals need.



More information

To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

AlTAlink 

1-877-267-1453  (toll free) 
Email: siting.consultation@altalink.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

AlbeRTA uTiliTieS CommiSSion (AuC) 

780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number) 
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 
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inClUDeD in thiS 
StAkeholDer  
inforMAtion 
PACkAge

• Project map

• AltaLink brochure:  
A Dialogue on Electric  
& Magnetic Fields

• AltaLink brochure: Good 
Neighbours

• AUC brochure: Public 
Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications


